SYLLABUS

PSY 201: INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY

New Mexico State University 

Dr. Stephen Rice :: sc_rice@yahoo.com :: Science Hall 306
TA: Whitney Woodington :: wlw@nmsu.edu

PURPOSE AND GOALS:

The purpose of this course is to provide a broad overview of the discipline of psychology. Generally speaking, psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental processes.  As a social science, psychological inquiry applies the scientific method to the study of human behavior, thought, and emotion in the context of our culture and environment.  
By the end of this course, you will:

· Have a comprehensive understanding of the basic theories, concepts, key researchers, and processes related to psychology.

· Be able to apply psychological principles to current, real-life situations and to identify how particular psychological phenomena are present in your daily life.

· Improve your critical thinking and reading skills.

· Understand the different divisions within psychology and the different roles in which a psychologist may be employed. 

· Gain a better understanding and appreciation of the scientific method and research methodology.

· Obtain a broad appreciation of the diversity of human experience and your own behavior.

· Enhance your academic skill set, and hopefully do well and enjoy the class.

NEW MEXICO COMMON CORE COMPETENCIES ADDRESSED:

· Identify, describe, and explain human behaviors and how they are influenced by social structures, institutions, and processes within the contexts of complex and diverse communities.

· Articulate how beliefs, assumptions, and values are influenced by factors such as politics, geography, economics, culture, biology, history, and social institutions.

· Describe ongoing reciprocal interactions among self, society, and environment.

· Apply the knowledge base of the social and behavioral sciences to identify, describe, explain, and critically evaluate relevant issues, ethical dilemmas, and arguments.
REQUIRED TEXT:

Psychology: An Introduction by Lahey. The required textbook is in the bookstore.
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ONLINE RESOURCES – CONNECT & BLACKBOARD:

Grades, announcements, additional course materials will be posted on Blackboard (learn.nmsu.edu).  Check your email and the blackboard site daily for updates, announcements, and discussions. 

PREPARATION FOR CLASS & ASSIGNMENTS:

Before each class meeting, read the brief chapter introduction and outline of the assigned chapter in the textbook.  Then, look over the remainder of the chapter, noting the section themes, highlights, figures, graphs, definitions, “additional material” boxes, and the chapter review.  Follow each lecture by reading the assigned chapter in depth.
EXAMS:

There will be four exams throughout the semester, each covering 4 chapters of material.  Questions will be drawn primarily from material in the textbook but will also include things that are only covered in lecture and/or supplemental online resources.  There will be no cumulative final, but the 4th exam will be held on the scheduled final date.  Exams will contain multiple-choice questions.  Make-up exams will only be allowed with written permission from the instructor and/or proof of illness from a physician.  

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION: 

Attendance is not required, however, if you expect to do well in the class, you should come to all classes. There will be a number of extra-credit opportunities to those who come to class. If you miss class, you cannot participate in the extra-credit opportunity that day.
CLASS COMPONENT:   






% OF GRADE

4 Exams (no cumulative final)






100%

Extra Credit opportunities








Sona (subject pool)
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & HONESTY:

All work submitted in this class must be original – cheating on exams and turning in work written by another person is unacceptable and considered plagiarism.  Academic integrity is a serious concern and the 1st attempt to cheat will result in a grade of 0 on that test or assignment (the 0 cannot be dropped from your final grade calculations).  The second attempt will result in automatic course failure and will be passed on to the university academic board for further prosecution.  Refer to the following websites for additional guidelines:  

http://www.nmsu.edu/~vpsa/SCOC/misconduct.html
http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/plagiarismforstudents.htm
REQUIRED EXPERIMENT PARTICIPATION:
To understand Psychology, you must understand its research methods.  PSY 201 students are required to gain experience with experimental methods used in psychology by earning 6 RESEARCH CREDITS.  These credits can be earned in either of two ways:  (1) students can participate in and report on Psychology Department research studies, and/or (2) write brief (2-3 page) papers describing a research method used in a research article published in an accepted psychology journal. 

Each hour of experimental participation is worth 1 RESEARCH CREDIT; each acceptable paper is worth 1 RESEARCH CREDIT. You may choose to fulfill the 6 research credit requirement by writing papers, participating in research or any combination of the two, as long as the total credits equal at least 6 research credits. If you prefer to write summaries of published psychology studies rather than participate in studies, see the next page for instructions.

To discourage you from procrastinating, THREE experimental credits will be due by 3/10/10 (i.e., participating in three hours of research and submitting three reports to your TA or submitting summaries of three empirical journal articles to your TA). Students who fail to submit three experimental credits by 3/10/10 will be penalized on their final grade. The final THREE experimental credits will be due by 4/30/10. Late experimental credits will NOT be accepted. 

Failure to complete the Experimental Methodology Requirement:

If a student fails to complete 6 research credits, his/her final letter grade will be lowered as follows:


Research credits completed

Your final grade will lowered

4.0 to 5.5 credits



1/3 of one level (e.g., C to C-)


2.0 to 3.5 credits



2/3 of one level (e.g., C to D+)


0 to 1.5 credits



one full level (e.g., C to D)

TO PARTICIPATE IN PSYCHOLOGY DEPARTMENT RESEARCH STUDIES:

1) Register as a participant:

Before you can sign up for any studies, you will need to register:

*Go to the Sona Experimental Participation website at http://nmsu.sona-systems.com/.

*Click on “request a new account here” under “New Participant?” in the bottom left of the webpage. Fill in your name, email address, and student ID number.  A password and logon will be sent to your email address

*CRITICAL STEP:  You must log in using your password within 3 days of registering.  You do not need to sign up for an experiment at that time, but you do need to log in to the system within 3 days.

2) Sign up for the study of your choice:

Descriptions of research projects sponsored by the Psychology Department are posted online at http://nmsu.sona-systems.com/.  Once you log on to the system, click on “My Profile”. Select the course and section you are in so credit can be awarded by clicking “Change Courses” at the bottom of the page.  After you have chosen your course, you can view experiments by clicking on "Study Sign-Up."  You will see a list of experiments, descriptions, and restrictions (e.g., "left handed females only, male/female with 20/20 vision").  Read the descriptions to decide which experiment(s) you would like to sign up for.  Select "Timeslots Available" and select the time and date for your participation in the experiment. You will receive an email confirmation that you signed up and an email reminder to participate the evening before your scheduled participation time.  By signing up for an experiment, you promise that you will appear to serve as a participant in that experiment at the stated location, date and time.  PLEASE do not sign up for a friend.  If you have any problems or questions about the online experiment sign up system, email the webmaster: sieunan@nmsu.edu
3) Participate in the study:

When you go to the experiment at the date, time and place that you have selected, an experimenter will explain what you are to do.  After your participation, the experimenter will give you a complete account of the experiment methodology and answer any questions you have.  S/he will award your experimental credit through the online experiment sign up system.

You have the right to terminate your participation in the experiment at any time after you have appeared for your appointment.  All experiments posted in the “Study Sign-up” have been approved by a University Ethics Committee.  Each experiment is supervised by a faculty member, and in no case is information on individual performance revealed to anyone other than the experimenter and faculty supervisor.  In general, our interest is in the average taken across a number of participants, not in individual performance.

Failure to show up for experimental participation at the scheduled date and time increases your Experimental Methodology Requirement will result in a penalty not to exceed the number of credits you otherwise would have earned by participating in the study.  You may use the online experiment participation system to cancel the appointment up to within one hour prior to your scheduled time.

4) Report on the study: 

At the conclusion of each study, you will write a short report about the study. Answer the following questions about each research study in which you participate. Failure to turn in a satisfactory report on each study in which you participate will result in 1/2 credit penalty.

a) Your name, team name, and course section

b) The scheduled date and time of the study, your actual participation time (e.g., the time you arrived and the time you left the lab), the name of the experimenter, and the number of research credits for the study (as listed on “Study Sign-up”).

c) What activities did you perform during the study (e.g., answer questions about health-related behaviors, coordinate with other participants in conducting a military reconnaissance mission)?

d) What were the variable s of interest in the study (e.g., attitudes toward smoking, handedness, and birth order)?

e) What was the experimenter trying to learn in the study?

TO WRITE SUMMARIES OF EMPIRICAL JOURNAL ARTICLES IN PSYCHOLOGY:

1) Find an article to read:

· Go the NMSU library webpage and select “Find Articles”.  

· In the window labeled “Articles Indexes By Name,” scroll down until you see “psycARTICLES”.  Select it and click the “Go There” button. 

· In psycARTICLES, you can specify up to three search criteria. The default is a keyword search, although you can change the default to search by a variety of other items (e.g., author, title, publication year). You will likely find the keyword search to be the most helpful.

· Enter whatever keywords correspond to topics that you find interesting. In my case, I am interested in gender and sexuality, so I would enter these terms. In general, you’ll locate more articles if you use fewer search terms.

· Click on “Search.” If there are full-text articles that meet your search criteria, they will be listed on the next screen.

· Click on the title of an article to read the abstract. If the article sounds interesting, click on either the “View Full Text in HTML” link or the “View Full Text in PDF” link to access the article itself.

If you have difficulty finding articles you will need to go see a research librarian.  They can help you with learning how to use the database.  

2) Read the article and then write a 2-3 page review of the article with the following format:

· Citation (Title, Author, Name of Journal, Volume, Pages, Year). You do not need to turn in the article itself.

· What is the general question that the research is designed to address?  

· What is the experimental hypothesis?

· What research design(s) is/are used in the study (e.g., survey, case study, experiment)?

· How many participants were there? Who were the participants (e.g., undergraduate students, male white rats)?

· Describe the conditions in the study (e.g., the independent and dependent variables).

· What were the findings and conclusions of the study?

INCOMPLETES:  University policy dictates that a student may be given an incomplete ONLY if he or she has passed the first half of the course, and is precluded from successful completion of the course by a documented illness or family crisis.  Keep in mind, the instructor decides what constitutes "precluded from successful completion".  If something arises in your life that interferes with your ability to do your best in this class, talk to the instructor about it ASAP.  Many students wait until the end of the semester (or after finals week) to report these kind of difficulties and there is little or nothing that can be done at that point.  The sooner you inform the instructor about your situations, the more options there are to assist you with your situation.

WITHDRAWALS:  To withdraw from this class, you must complete and turn in a signed withdrawal form by the date indicated on NMSU’s academic calendar website (http://www.nmsu.edu/General/academic_calendar.html).  Students will not be automatically dropped from the class for any reason.  
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS/DISABILITY:  If you have or believe you have a disability and would benefit from any additional accommodations, you may wish to contact the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) in Corbett Center, Room 244 (phone: 646-6840).  If you have already registered, please make sure that your instructor receives a copy of the accommodation memorandum from SSD within the first two weeks of classes.  It is your responsibility to inform either your instructor or an SSD representative in a timely manner if services/accommodations provided are not meeting your needs. Feel free to call Michael Armendariz, Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities, with any questions you may have on student issues related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and/or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. All medical information will be treated confidentially. If you have a condition that may affect your ability to exit safely from premises in an emergency or that may cause an emergency during class, you are encouraged to discuss this in confidence with the instructor and/or the coordinator of SSD.  

VALID REASONS FOR MAKE-UP/CONFLICT EXAMS & NEEDED DOCUMENTATION: 

· Acute or Chronic Illness, documented by medical professional in writing specifying the dates that you were unwell.

· Family Emergency, documented with 1) a note AND 2) a phone call from parent/guardian specifying dates that you could not tend to university activities and some details as to why.

EXAM SCHEDULE: 

Exam 1 







September 20

Exam 2







October 18

Exam 3







November 15

Exam 4







Date of final exam
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